
“A walk in my town” 
Presenting Mytilene 



Where we are 

Our hometown, Mytilene, is located on  
the east side of Lesvos island in the North 
Aegean sea. 



A quick view 



The castle 

• Built in the 5thC by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian and then fortified by the Genoese and 

Venetians. The fortress of Mytilene is situated on a small hill between the north and the south 

port of the city and it was the biggest as well as one of the strongest castles in the East 

Mediterranean. The first significant alterations to the castle took place during the period of 

Lesvos dominion of Gateluzzi and more specifically of the ruler Francisco Gateluzzo in the year 

1373. A number of other alterations and additions followed, the most important being that of the 

Ottomans in 1677. 

• In the Middle Castle, numerous buildings of the Ottoman period are to be found, such as 

Mendreses and a Turkish bath ("hammam"). During summer, the castle hosts many cultural 

events. 

 





The statue of liberty 

The statue of Liberty is located in Mytilene in the area of 
Tsamakia, and more specifically in the place where until 1922 
the Kastreli fortress was located. The creator is said to be the 
sculptor Grigorios Zevgolis, while the design was edited by the 
Lesbian painter Georgios Iakovidis. 
 
 
 
 
 
• The statue was inaugurated in 1930. 
• The base of the statue is made of marble, with the figure 

itself being made of bronze cast in Germany in the 1920’s. 
• The inscription on the marble base dedicates it to the fallen 

patriots of 1912-1922, referencing to both the Balkan and 
First World wars. 



ANCIENT theater 



• It’s big enough to host 15.000 spectators. 
 

• Τhe Roman Emperor of Pompei was so amazed by the architecture of 
the theatre that he took the plans of the wildly known monument and 
built a similar one in Rome. 
 

• It’s located on the western 
edge of the town, in the hill 
of Aghia Kyriakh. 

• The theatre was constructed 
between 300 and 100 BC. 



Traditional Mansions 

The Lesbian Mansions are the witnesses of an era. 
With the power and security that their grace gives out 
along with their harmonious analogies, they create a 
balance in relation to the environment and fairly they 
are characterized as the foundation of Lesbian 
Architecture.                       

            

They were first built in the 17th century by well known 
architectures of the time, like Dimitris A. Meimaris & 
Lisandros Kaftantzoglou.  

 

The remaining mansions were mostly built around the 
18-19th centuries and are influenced by the 
Neoclassical and baroque style. 





 

• The mansions were constructed 
and used by wealthy people who 
were most of the times 
merchants.  

 

• It was their main residence or 
countryside residences. 

 

• Smirne's trade –which was at its 
prime at the time- influenced 
significantly their architecture and 
design, as they had commercial 
relations – they mostly traded oil. 

 

• They were consisted of at least 
eleven rooms and three floors. 

 

 





The churches 

CATHEDRAL OF ST. ATHANASIOS  

 

The beautiful church of Saint 
Athanasios is located right in the 
centre of the town of Mytilene and has 
a remarkable structure. This majestic 
cathedral was built in the 16thC and 
hides a number of gems to admire. 
The most impressive feature about 
this church is the huge bell tower, 
which is visible from a considerable 
distance.  

 



CHURCH OF ST. THERAPONTA  

This stunning church was 
designed by a famous architect 
and was built on the site of the 
Ancient Asklypeion. 

It is one of the grandest and most 
popular churches on the island.  

It is amalgam of Byzantine and 
Gothic style. 

The variety of elements that 
compose it makes it impressive 

The temple is built of carved 
stone . 

 



The museums 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF MYTILINI (old and new) 

 

The archaeological museum of Mytilene is housed in two 
buildings very close to each other in the center of the town. The 
museum hosts exhibit from the Neolithic Period and from the 
Bronze Period. Another important exhibit of its permanent 
exhibition is the impressive mosaic floors of the Roman mansion 
of the 3rd century AD, with the conventional name “Menander’s 
House”, which was the seat of an association of people working 
in the theatre. 

 





TERIADE MUSEUM 

Adjacent to the Theophilos Museum is 

the Museum of Modern Art/Stratis 

Eleftheriadis-Teriade Library, which 

opened in 1979. Here you can admire 

works of great artists, such as 

Baudin, Bores, Chagall, Giacometti, 

Gromaire, Matisse, Miro, Picasso, 

Vakirtzis, Theophilos, Kalligiannis, 

Kanellis, Marouda, Rorri and 

Tsarouchis, all from Teriade’s private 

collection. 



ERMOU STREET 

 

Ermou is the main shopping street of Mytilene town. It is 

a beautiful street with lovely buildings, shops selling 

souvenirs and traditional products of the island. As you 

walk along the street, you will also see the Yeni Tzami, a 

19th century Turkish Mosque, as Lesbos Lesbos (Turkish: 

Midilli) was under Ottoman rule between 1462-1912 and 

had a considerable Muslim population. 

  





Tavernas and ouzo restaurants 



Lesvos is considered the capital 
of ouzo. 
 
The consumption of ouzo is a 
whole ritual not only in Lesvos 
but Greece in general.   
 
Ouzo is always accompanied by 
appetizers and traditional 
mezzes that can be anything 
from cheese, olives to fresh 
seafood. 
 
 



Thank you! 


